
All contributors should be aware of certain conditions and
limitations to the Worldwide Web and The Heart Surgery
Forum® (the HSF), as follows:

1. The purpose of the HSF is to exchange information.
Accuracy of the content, methodology, and all other
aspects of a contribution to the HSF are considered to be
the sole responsibility of the author(s).

2. The HSF is a medical information site and scientific
journal available to professionals and the lay public alike.
There is no restriction on access to the information posted
on the HSF Website. The information, whether it be an
article, editorial, photograph, drawing or discussion, is to
be considered an opinion of the authors, not the HSF
itself. Ideas and data expressed in the HSF are not to be
considered treatment recommendations or obligations.
The HSF and its staff, including the members of the
Editorial Board, will not be responsible for any damages,
punitive or otherwise, that occur as a result of harm to any
patient receiving a treatment discussed or presented on
the HSF Website, the OpenHeart-L or other listservs or any
other multimedia provided by the HSF. All patients and
family members are cautioned to seek the advice of their
treating physician(s) and make treatment decisions only
after discussing the various treatment options and poten-
tial outcomes with their doctors.

3. It is the author(s) responsibility to ensure that none
of the contents of the manuscript are covered by an exclu-
sive publication arrangement with another publishing
firm, whether through print or electronic medium.
Because the HSF requires that author(s) transfer exclusive
publishing rights to the HSF, it is important that the HSF
receive only material that has not previously been protect-
ed or covered by a publication agreement. It is entirely the
responsibility of the primary author to ensure that the
material submitted to the HSF does not violate any previ-
ous agreement. You must submit the appropriate Author
Agreement and Copyright Transfer Statement signed by all
co-authors for our files. The HSF will not be responsible for
any infringement of such a prior agreement, nor for any
damages, punitive or otherwise, due to failure or oversight
by the author(s). 

4. All graphic images and text submitted to the HSF
Website are available to the public worldwide. Thus, all
authors must be aware that the images on the HSF Website
can be saved to disk or printed by anyone receiving the
data from the HSF server. The HSF is not responsible for
how users or readers of this service subsequently use the
data, text, or graphic images that are sent for posting on
the Website. 

5. In the event that the author(s) want to publish the
same or similar data in a paper journal in the future, the
HSF requests that the author first receive written permis-
sion from the HSF. Once permission has been given, the
following citation must be included at the end of the
Discussion or Conclusion section of that published article
using the following syntax:

Portions reprinted with permission from The Heart
Surgery Forum manuscript #; vol (issue): pages, year.

6. Not all submissions are suitable in content and/or
quality for posting. The HSF and/or its staff, including the
Editors, reserve the right to deny posting of any manuscript
or message received by postal, email or other route.

7. Original manuscripts submitted to the HSF will be sub-
ject to Peer Review. This function will be provided by a vol-
unteer panel of experts in cardiothoracic surgery. The
Editorial Board will review new submissions, provide feed-
back (by email) to the authors and recommend acceptance,
modification, or rejection. To review the structure and func-
tion of the Editorial Board, please review the Editorial
Guidelines and Policies section in this issue.

8. The HSF reserves the right to insert comments, criti-
cisms, or editorial critique into the “Review and
Commentary” section of each manuscript. This is necessary
to ensure discussion, analysis, and quality control in impor-
tant postings. If there are concerns about methodology, fea-
sibility, statistical analysis or other issues that might adverse-
ly affect the readers’ objective understanding of the intend-
ed purpose of the article, the HSF staff, including the Editor,
reserve the right to post their criticisms and analysis in the
“Review and Commentary” section at the end of the article. 

9. Do not include any patients’ names on either the
photographs or the body text. The HSF, where necessary,
will remove all identification of individual patients and/or
their names. 

10. The HSF reserves the right to adjust contrast, color
tone, sharpness and other photographic details in order to
maximize the appearance of an image without prior approval
of the author(s). Thus, the image might appear slightly differ-
ent than the original photographs or video that you submit.

11. The author(s) accept full responsibility for including
any or all trademark, copyright or other patented informa-
tion symbols when referring to commercial entities. The
HSF will not be responsible for any damages, punitive or
otherwise, which result from such information that is miss-
ing from your submission. 

12. Manuscripts are expected to contain some minor
errors, typographical or otherwise. The HSF staff will try to
screen and correct minor spelling, punctuation, grammatical,
or other errors that will not affect content. The HSF staff and
Editor(s) will not consult the author(s) for minor changes.

13. The HSF makes no warranty, express or implied, with
respect to the material contained herein. The HSF publishes
advertisements in this journal relying on the advertiser to
comply with all legal requirements relating to the marketing
and sale of products or services advertised. The HSF is not
responsible for claims made in the advertisements published
in the HSF Website, print journal, or CD-ROM. The appear-
ance of advertisements in the HSF Website, print journal, or
CD-ROM does not constitute endorsement, implied or
intended, of the product advertised or the claims made for it
by the the advertiser.

D i s c l a i m e r s  a n d
C o n d i t i o n s

The

Heart
Surgery
Forum®

Online address: www.hsforum.com/disclaimers.html


